


Wildfires Reported to NICC
In 2017 there were 71,499 wildfires in the U.S., which burned 10,026,086 acres. Fires reported and acres 
burned were well above the five year average and slightly higher than the 10 year national average.





2017 with 10,026,086 
acres at a cost of 
$2,918,165,000

2016 with 5,503,538 
acres at a cost of
$1,975,545,000
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CENTER WILDLAND FIRE ANNUAL REPORT 2017

A total of 12,306 structures were destroyed by wildfires in 
2017, including 8,065 residences, 4,002 minor structures, 
229 commercial structures and 10 mixed 
commercial/residential structures. This is well above the 
annual average of 1,545 residences, 1,236 minor 
structures, and 55 commercial structures destroyed by 
wildfire with this year ranking 1st in total structures lost. 
California accounted for the highest number of structures lost 
in one state in 2017: 7,778 residences, 178 commercial 
structures and 3,056 minor structures.
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National Type 1 teams were mobilized 55 
times (up from 31 in 2016), and spent 829 
days on assignments (up from 392 days in 
2016).  All 16 national teams had between 
one and six assignments each. Type 2 Teams 
were mobilized 137 times (up from 192 in 
2016), for a total of 1,873 days assigned to 
incidents (up from 1,046 days in 2016). 
National Incident Management Organizations 
(NIMO) mobilized 8 times in 2017 to both 
wildland fire and non‐fire incidents (up from 
7 times in 2016). 
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LITTLE 
ROCKIES FIRES 
PER THE BLM

(4/23/18)

Years Analyzed: 
1980-2017

No. of Fires: 51
Total Acres 

Burned: 18,493.9
Total Human 

Caused Fires: 12



LITTLE ROCKIES FIRES
(TIMEFRAME: 1980-2017)

July Fire – 11,697 acres

Monument – 5,775 acres

All Other 49 Fires – less 
than 200 acres each



1988 Monument Peak Fire

•5,775 Acres Burned
•Naturally revegetated to Lodgepole Pine
•Walk-through surveys revealed as many as 
10,000 seedlings per acre.
•Zortman Mine personnel used two Cat D10 
bulldozers to help fight the fire.



Montana Zortman/Landusky



2017 JULY FIRE



2017 JULY FIRE STATISTICS
July 3rd - Started outside of Zortman around 4:30 pm (one of 1st in MT).
July 4th - Zortman/Landusky Mine Cat D9 in Zortman to protect town.
July 5th - Smokejumpers arrive.  Fire is now at 1,669 acres.
July 6th - National Incident Management Organization Type 2 Fire

Crew Assigned.
July 7th - Backfires started when fire reaches 5,000 acres.

Backfires account for 4,000 acres burned.
July 7th - Fire in the morning has grown to 8,381 acres.
July 8th - Fire has now grown to 10,400 acres.
July 14th - Fire is 85% contained at 11,440 acres, 264 personnel assigned

to fighting the fire.
July 15th - Fire is 100% contained and has burned 11,697 acres.  



COST OF 
ITEMS 

LOST AT 
THE 

MINES

JULY FIRE MATERIAL COSTS
Item Quantity $/Unit Total $

Landusky Lower Pads LAD
2" HDPE Butt Adapters 16 $28.42 $454.72
2" PVC Gate Valves 16 $63.56 $1,016.96
3" SS Gate Valves 4 $606.92 $2,427.68
2" Whirljet Nozzle Misters 16 $195.45 $3,127.20
3" HDPE Flange Adapters 7 $16.97 $118.79
2" SS Ball Valve 1 $113.10 $113.10
3" HDPE 160# Pipe 5200 $2.03 $10,556.00
2" HDPE 160# Pipe 1300 $0.67 $871.00

Landusky Mill and Sullivan
About 40 feet of electric wire going into Mill Gulch Used existing material
Roll of wire going into Sullivan 1 $4,382.53 $4,382.53
Electricl fuses 6 $55.04 $330.24
Lost liner in Sullivan 41.13' x 100' $0.58 $2,385.54

Lost liner in Mill Gulch 25.44' x 185 $0.58 $2,729.71

ADS Culverts on Steel Bio pipes Not to be replaced

Zortman
Helicopter damaged liner on Zortman 82 Pond

40 x 55 Repair Liner 2200 $1.25 $2,750.00

Seam Tape 0.5'x100'/roll $384/roll $768.00

Primer Gallon $70/gal $140.00

Roller $28.00

Freight $281.00

Total July Fire Materials $36,980.47



FIRE EXTENT 1 DAY AFTER FIRE STARTED

Zortman Mine







NEWPAPER NEWS



NEWSPAPER NEWS



FIRE 
HOT 
SPOTS



READY, SET, FIRE FIGHT



JULY FIRE VIEWS OF
CREWS IN ACTION



VIEW JUST SOUTH OF LANDUSKY



LITTLE ROCKIES ON FIRE AS 
VIEWED SOUTH FROM THE MINE



VIEW FROM ZORTMAN 
MINE LOOKING SOUTH



LANDUSKY MINE ON BOTTOM LEFT



LOOKING TOWARD THE LANDUSKY MINE
FROM NEAR THE HIGHWAY



LANDUSKY BIO PLANT
AND LEACH PAD SLOPES



LANDUSKY L87 AND 
L91 LEACH PADS



LANDUSKY L91 PAD



LANDUSKY – NINE MONTHS LATER



LANDUSKY MINE
LOWER LEACH PADS



HELICOPTER
DIPPING WATER 

FROM THE LANDUSKY 
10 MILLION GALLON 

BIO PONDS.



ZORTMAN 82 POND LINER
DAMAGED BY HELICOPTER



ZORTMAN ALDER GULCH WASTE ROCK 
DUMP INTENTIONALLY BACKBURNED





LESSONS LEARNED
1. Site Management Plan needs to have site exits clearly 

identified and everyone working on the site needs to 
know how to access them.

2. Interact with the local, state, and federal management 
agencies ahead of time.

3. Establish lines of communications quickly if a higher 
chain-of-command comes in (such as Type 2 Fire 
Crew).  Go to the top.

4. Don’t passively assume that you can’t speak up and 
fight for what you believe.



THANK YOU VERY MUCH


