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Kei}h Barron back on the hunt for
riches of Ecuador’s Lost Cities

goLp | Fruta del Norte finder zeroes in on ancient gold camps

BY TRISH SAYWELL
tsayarl limorthemminer.cum

he remnarkable story of Aureli-
an Resources and its discovery
of Fruta del Norte — a blind

d depaosit the company s peologists

und in the Cordillera del Condor
in southeastern Ecuador — is one
for the history books,

The narrative begins with Keith
Barron, an exploration geologist who
cofounded Aurelian in 2001, listed
the company om the TSX Venture Ex-
change in 2003, and, along with 5te-

Leary and Patrick Anderson,

the multimillion-ounce

pold deposit in 2006, selling it two

years later to Kintoss [TSX:
K: NYSE: KiGC) for 51.2 billion,

Perhaps less well known is that
at the time of the discovery, Barron
had been looking for two famous
gold-mining arcas in the country,
which historic Spanish documents
and maps from the 16th ancl [7th
centuries referred to as "Sevilla del
Ore” and “Logrono de los Cabal-
leros.”

‘The quest bepan somewhal ser-
endipitously in 1998, when Bar-
ron, on a field leave from a job in
Veneriela, happened to enroll ina
Spanish language school in Quito,
Ecuador's capital city, To immerse
himself in the language, Barron
lived with a local family, the head
of which was a history piﬂfesanﬁ

Keith Barren reading a letter by Calumbs, at the Genaral Archivie of the indies in Seville,
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This map titled “The Sald Reglons of Peru™ was produced by Flemish

cartographer Abraham Ortefius in 1574 and references storfed gold-mining
centras Logrens and Sevilla del Oro in modem-day Ecuador. AR STAIRES

heand his colleagzues found intenscly

altered breccias in outcrop near
Alto Machinaza, and for the next
five years explored the Aurclian

concessions (n the Cordillera del

Gﬂlm":r ﬂ.‘lldll!lﬂ I Tuld MNO‘[E iﬂ

March 2006.

Fruta del Morte made Barron

a wealthy man and he eventually
moved 1o Switzertand, but he and
1 atorre contimed their ot for
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Inside a Vatican library, Keith Barron leans over a
17th century tome bound in red leather. “The country
is the richest in gold in all the Indles,” reads one
passagr. “The natives are cannibals and very warlike,
and devastated the city of Logrofio de los Caballeros,
massacring the Spaniards and burning the churches.™
Barron, a geologist, amateur historian, and pro-
fessional gold hunter, Is on a mission. Ecuadat’s two
“Jost cities of gold™ exist only in legend and in frag-
ments of old texts such as this, which was written
bv & Spanish priest traveling through the region a
half-century after the setthements were destroyed.
Spain eventually gave them up for lost after dis
patching more than 30 expeditionary missions
1o reclaim them. Barron and a team of research-
e13 have spent years sleuthing around the Vatican
library, the immense General Archive of the Indies,
In Seville, Spain, and in small churches and other
dociment repositorics scattered throughout Latin
America, With the aid of colonial-cra chronicles and
maps, they've narmowed their search to the Cutuch
mountains, 230 miles south of Quito. &
Buried somewhere in this lush jungle range be
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techniques coupled with modern aerial surveys will
lead him to tunnels, piles of rocks, musket bullets,
horseshoes, or even the bells that tolled when the
cithes were under attack from indigenous tribes. “Jf
we find the cities, we find the gold,” he says.

That s, if you buy into Rarron's story-and peophe
do. The Canadian geologist has ralsed more than
$5 million from some of the biggest names in ouning,
Including Rob McEwen, founder of Goldcorp Ine.,
the world’s No. 3 gold producer. They're backing
Barron’s search through his publicly traded Toronto-
based company, Aurania Resources Ltd., and their

enthusiasm stems from his previous success in

finding a big Ecuadorean gold deposit.

Until recently, many in the industry viewed |

Ecuador as a backwater. Barrun held a ditferent
view, dating to a friendship he struck up with
Octavio Latorre, a history professor and map col-
lector, on 2 trip to Quito to learn Spanish in 1908,
That's when Barron first heard of the existence of
a 16eh century map called the Peruviae Auriferae
Regionis Typus, or the Gold Regions of Peru.

The copy he purchased in 2002 for $15,000 shows
the location of seven gold mining citics in Ecuador
and Peru dating from the time of the Incas. Four
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AGES OF COPPER PORPHYRIES
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Goological Mag of the Cordifes de Coluco

Santiago and Chapiza
Formations (purple
units) are
volcanic/sedimentary
and equivalent in age to
the Jurassic copper
porphyries

Santiago is the host rock
to FDN

Hence the staking
methodology has been
to grab as much as
possible of the
favourable host units

ECUAS@®I.IDLUS..

and the Cordillera del Condor
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Professor Latorre in 2008 on
a visit to the Cutucu




The Lost Cities - Historic Data
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Original 1627 Document from the Apostolic Library, Vatican
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== Operation
Safe Border:
The Ecuador-Peru Crisis

By GLEMNMN R WEIDNER

In January 1995, the hemisphere was shocked by an outbreak
of fighting between Ecuador and Peru over a long-festering
border dispute. During a six-week period, more than 100,00}
men were mobilized, fleets were deployed, air forces capable of
striking the respective capitals of each protagonist were reposi-

tioned, and both sides suffered as

SIS T RO KEANY & 300 casuvalties in fierce com-
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2/23/2018 Laser survey of Guatemalan jungle reveals thousands of complex structures, roads built by ancient Maya | National Post

NATIONALPOST
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Sign In/Register

TD Insurance.

Graduates and professionals could save $775
or more by bundling home and car insurance.
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Laser survey of Guatemalan jungle reveals The Stories of Their Lives

TREV HEO N Al

thousands of complex structures, roads R I
built by ancient Maya /8, .

The survey uncovered the hidden ruins of a complex and adovanced
Maya ciotlization that used a network of roads to connect more than
60,000 homes, temples and a fortress used during warfare
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Watch our Video Series!

At www.Aurania.com







