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Rothschilds
• Bluebird Mine acquired 1885; + White Deer, Texas
• Ferdinand van Zandt, manager
• Stamp mill opened Nov. 22, 1886
• June 13, 1887; miner’s wage $3.50/day ($1000/yr)
• 1.4 million oz Ag (1888), 50 oz Ag, 8 oz Au/ton
• Silver was about 95¢ an ounce in 1888
• 600-foot shaft
• $40,000 payroll 1890
• Copper market 1895; 
25% of Anaconda; Rio Tinto; de Beers

5-12-1887



COURT HOUSEBIG BUTTEBURLINGTON

ROCKER

BLUEBIRD MINE

BLUEBIRD MILL MAIN HALL
1903



Hoist platform
Shaft 
Tram bed





1888



1888



1888



1888



Claim Jumping?

• 1889 – Patrick Largey
• 1891 – James A. Murray (“Little Darling”)
• Van Zandt suicide 1892

• 1893 – silver crisis

• Hoist to Diamond, headframe to Blue Jay
• Burlington to nothing



Tram bed



1888



1897

Operated 1886-1892. “One of the most perfect mills in the West.” —EMJ
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Foundation of cooling floor



Part of the flue system



Engine driving stamps dust chambers



Supports for floor of leaching plant



Cooling floor and general foundation
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Geology

Weed, 1912



Houston & Dilles, 2013
MBMG Open File 627



Galena, sphalerite

Some minerals – mine dumps



chalcedony



At the mill site

Each approx. 
1 cm

Collected in 2016



Tourmaline, feldspar



Inclusions in quartz

9 x 3 mm











What are they?

• Muscovite?
KAl2(AlSi3O10)(OH)2

• Chlorite-talc?
• Pyrophyllite?

Al2Si4O10(OH)2

• Diaspore? AlO(OH)

Raman spectroscopy inconclusive

pyrophyllite
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