
Faculty	  Senate	  Minutes	  
10/24/2019	  

9:00-‐10:00	  am	  
Mill	  201	  

Present:	  Charie	  Faught	  (chair),	  Atish	  Mitra,	  Stella	  Capoccia,	  Miriam	  Young,	  Phillip	  Curtiss,	  Becky	  Morris,	  Chad	  Okrusch,	  	  	  	  
John	   Ray,	   Dan	   Autenrieth,	   David	   Gurchiek,	   David	   Reichherdt,	   	   Courtney	   Young,	   Peter	   Lucon,	   Larry	   Smith,	   Karen	  
Wesenberg,	  Ron	  White,	  Doug	  Abbott	  

I. Welcome	  and	  Minutes	  (https://www.mtech.edu/facultystaff/facultysenate/minutes/index.html)	  	  
	  
Quorum	  at	  9:00	  am.	  	  Introductions.	  

Approvals	  for	  September	  22,	  2019,	  October	  8,	  2019.	  	  Motion	  to	  approve,	  and	  seconded.	  PASSED.	  

	   Action	  Items	  
	  

II. CRC	  Items	  
a. WRIT	  101H,	  WRIT	  326W,	  WRIT	  122	  Remove	  from	  Catalogue	  

Chair:	  The	  courses	  haven’t	  been	  taught	  for	  a	  while,	  doesn’t	  impact	  any	  program.	  	  
b. Add	  BMGT	  329	  To	  Medical	  Office	  Specialists	  and	  Administrative	  Computer	  Specialist	  Option	  Replace	  

BMGT	  215.	  	  
Discussion	  about	  course	  numbering:	  noted	  that	  the	  issue	  has	  been	  discussed	  with	  Leslie	  Dickerson.	  

c. Highlands	  College	  Business	  and	  Industry	  Highlands	  Changes	  
Chair	  read	  out	  a	  written	  list	  of	  comments	  and	  concerns	  by	  a	  faculty	  member	  who	  was	  not	  present:	  has	  
the	  impact	  of	  this	  reorganization	  on	  other	  programs	  been	  properly	  evaluated	  and	  discussed?	  What	  are	  
the	  effects	  of	  these	  on	  scheduling	  and	  faculty	  workloads?	  Dean	  Gurchiek:	  the	  reorganization	  has	  been	  
done	   in	   line	   with	   program	   prioritization	   directives	   and	   after	   discussion	   with	   faculty.	   Dean	   Gurchiek	  
noted	  that	  Bill	  Ryan	  suggested	  in	  an	  email	  that	  Civil	  Engineering	  Technology,	  Drafting,	  and	  Construction	  
should	   become	   one	   program	   since	   they	   share	   classes,	   so	   we	   must	   be	   right	   in	   picking	   those	   three	  
programs	   to	  move	   as	   a	   unit	   to	   business.	   Several	   trade	   areas	   and	  business	   and	   accounting	   have	   been	  
reorganized	   and	   combined	   into	   a	   new	   department	   “business	   and	   industry”.	   	   Combining	   programs	   is	  
expected	  to	  make	  things	  more	  efficient.	  Becky	  Morris:	  Drafting	  renamed	  to	  AEC	  (Architects/	  Engineers/	  
Construction),	  which	  is	  the	  term	  used	  in	  the	  industry.	  

d. Liberal	  Studies	  IAS-‐	  Course	  Options	  Additions	  
	  
Motion	  to	  approve	  all	  CRC	  items,	  and	  seconded.	  PASSED.	  
	  

III. General	  Education	  Items	  
a. LIT	  110	  

Discussion:	  will	  be	  in	  catalogue	  as	  humanities	  elective.	  
	  
Motion	  to	  approve,	  and	  seconded.	  PASSED	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  



	  
	   Informational	  Items	  
	  

IV. Request	   for	   help	   in	   selecting	   CLSPS	   nominees	   for	   the	   Collegiate	   Evaluation	   Committee	   (see	   below	   for	  
requirements).	  
Chair:	  asks	   for	  nominees	   for	  CEC	  so	   that	  CLSPS	  can	  vote	  on	   it.	  Senator:	   this	   is	  a	  commitment	  of	   time	  that	  
faculty	  often	  doesn’t	  want	   to	  make.	  Senator:	   the	   faculty	  handbook	  discusses	   the	   faculty	   representation	   in	  
the	  CEC.	  Are	  faculty	  consulted	  when	  these	  points	  are	  included	  in	  the	  faculty	  staff	  handbook?	  Senator:	   it	   is	  
not	  the	  senate’s	  job	  to	  put	  pressure	  on	  faculty	  by	  nominating	  them,	  as	  this	  should	  be	  voluntary.	  
Motion	  to	  table	  this	  till	  Nov	  5th	  meeting,	  and	  seconded.	  PASSED.	  
	  

V. Montana	  Tech	  International	  Student	  Assistance	  Committee	  Report	  (see	  attached	  document)	  
Janet	  Cornish’s	  report	  presented	  by	  Chair	  and	  discussed.	  	  
	  
Motion	  to	  accept	  the	  report	  and	  to	  put	  on	  record,	  and	  seconded.	  PASSED	  

VI. Activities	  and	  priorities	  for	  the	  upcoming	  year	  
a. Scheduling	  Full	  Faculty	  Meeting	  

Chair:	  hopes	  to	  schedule	  this	  meeting	  in	  November,	  before	  thanksgiving.	  Will	  talk	  with	  registrar	  to	  find	  
suitable	  time	  and	  check	  faculty.	  Agenda	  not	  yet	  finalized.	  Senator:	  maybe	  start	  introducing	  new	  faculty	  
in	  full	  faculty	  meeting	  (keep	  as	  agenda	  item).	  Senator:	  also	  maybe	  recognize	  people	  who	  are	  retiring	  (in	  
spring	  meeting).	  

b. Teaching	  Community	  
Charie:	  Hilary	  Risser	  indicated	  that	  they	  are	  not	  working	  on	  any	  future	  session	  at	  present.	  Looking	  for	  
new	  membership	  (maybe	  from	  Rose	  and	  Anna	  Busch	  awardees?)	  

c. Other-‐	  
i. Technical	  Report	  Series	  

Tabled	  to	  next	  meeting	  
ii. Faculty	  Yearbook	  

Tabled	  to	  next	  meeting	  
iii. Workload	   (the	   issue	  has	  been	  discussed	  without	  actions	  or	  motions	   taken	  on	   the	   following	  FS	  

meeting	  dates:	  January	  31,	  2019,	  February	  15,	  2019,	  and	  February	  28,	  2019)	  
Chair:	  the	  issue	  has	  been	  discussed	  during	  past	  senate	  meetings	  –	  but	  there	  were	  no	  motions	  or	  
actions.	  Senator:	  suggest	  each	  college	  should	  look	  at	  it	  individually.	  	  
Motion	  to	  invite	  deans	  to	  discuss	  workload	  metrics	  on	  campus,	  and	  seconded.	  PASSED.	  
Senator:	   should	   examine	   gender	   and	   ethnic	   biases	   on	   campus.	   Senator:	   there	   should	   be	  
discussion	  on	  workload	  disparity	  across	  genders.	  Senator:	  deans	  should	  be	  invited	  to	  talk	  about	  
this	  issue	  at	  the	  senate.	  Senator:	  we	  have	  a	  committee	  on	  this,	  so	  suggest	  we	  first	  find	  out	  what	  
the	  committees	  are	  doing	  and	  then	  discuss	  the	  issue	  at	  a	  future	  meeting.	  	  
Motion	  to	  invite	  deans	  to	  discuss	  gender	  and	  ethnic	  equity,	  and	  seconded.	  	  	  MOTION	  DID	  NOT	  
PASS.	  

VII. Other	  Items	  
a. Invitation	  to	  Leadership	  and	  Experience	  Development	  (LEAD)	  Initiative	  Book	  Event	  October	  25	  from	  3-‐5	  	  

Chair:	  Faculty	  is	  encouraged	  to	  attend.	  
b. Lack	  of	  food	  services	  at	  Highlands	  

No	  discussion.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
Motion	  to	  adjourn	  at	  10am,	  and	  seconded.	  

	   Discussion	  Items	  



	  
	  

Request	  for	  help	  in	  selecting	  CLSPS	  nominees	  for	  the	  Collegiate	  Evaluation	  Committee	  (see	  below	  for	  requirements).	  	  

	  

The	  following	  information	  is	  from	  the	  Montana	  Tech	  Faculty	  Staff	  Handbook:	  

Collegiate	  Evaluation	  Committee	  	  	  

Representation	  on	  the	  Committee	  

A	  Collegiate	  Evaluation	  Committee,	  comprised	  of	  full-‐time,	  tenured,	  full	  professors	  and	  representative	  of	  each	  
School/College,	  will	  be	  established	  each	  academic	  year.	  Each	  School/College	  Dean	  will	  arrange	  for	  the	  election	  of	  two	  
representatives	  from	  his/her	  School/College	  no	  later	  than	  October	  1	  and	  report	  the	  name	  of	  the	  representative	  to	  the	  
Provost/VCAA.	  In	  addition,	  each	  faculty	  member	  being	  evaluated	  may	  select	  a	  tenured	  faculty	  representative	  as	  a	  voting	  
member	  of	  this	  committee.	  (This	  person	  need	  NOT	  be	  a	  full	  professor.)	  Representation	  of	  the	  one	  additional	  member,	  
therefore,	  may	  differ	  with	  each	  case	  being	  evaluated.	  	  

Deans,	  Department	  Heads	  and	  members	  of	  the	  Academic	  Freedom	  and	  Tenure	  Committee	  or	  of	  the	  Grievance	  
Committee,	  who	  might	  hear	  promotion	  and	  tenure	  appeals	  or	  grievance	  cases,	  are	  not	  eligible	  for	  this	  service.	  The	  
Provost	  will	  call	  the	  first	  meeting	  (only)	  for	  the	  committee	  to	  elect	  its	  chair	  on	  or	  before	  November	  15th.	  

Tasks	  of	  the	  Committee	  	  

Following	  the	  review	  of	  the	  portfolio	  of	  the	  person	  seeking	  promotion	  or	  tenure	  (or	  both),	  or	  persons	  midway	  towards	  
tenure	  by	  that	  individual’s	  department	  and	  Dean,	  the	  Collegiate	  Evaluation	  Committee	  including	  the	  designated	  faculty	  
representative	  will	  examine	  individual	  portfolios	  and	  will	  meet	  to	  discuss	  the	  materials.	  Those	  being	  evaluated	  will	  not	  
be	  present,	  but	  the	  committee	  may	  choose	  to	  solicit	  further	  information	  or	  clarification	  of	  information	  from	  the	  
individual	  or	  his/her	  colleagues.	  Ultimately,	  the	  committee	  will	  write	  a	  positive,	  negative	  or	  qualified	  recommendation	  
to	  accompany	  each	  portfolio	  under	  consideration.	  That	  packet	  will	  then	  be	  carried	  to	  the	  Provost	  for	  consideration	  and	  
for	  the	  continuation	  of	  the	  evaluation	  process.	  This	  committee	  will	  not	  rank	  or	  prioritize	  portfolios	  being	  reviewed.	  

	  

	  

	  

















HIGHLANDS FACULTY DEPARTMENT RESTRUCTURE 
 
Business & Industry Department 
Linda Granger/Chair - business 
Vicki Petritz - accounting 
Bill Ryan - construction 
Eric Martin - civil engineering technology  
Becky Morris - drafting 
 
Health Department 
Laura Young/Chair - nursing assistant 
Tamara Harp - radiologic technology 
Ryan Mulcahy - medical assistant 
 
Network Department 
Ed Metesh/Chair  (north campus faculty) 
Jim Freebourn - network technology 
Rita Lamiaux - network technology 
 
Trades Department 
Tony Patrick/Chair - machining 
Dennis Noel - welding 
Jerry Stewart - automotive 
Lonnie Horn - automotive 
Jim Babst - line program 
Michael Troy Ramey - line program 
 
No Department 
Elyse Lovell - psychology  
Denise Elakovich - math 
 









1958 

Introduction to Literature                       Fall 2019 

Henry Gonshak, Instructor                        Office: Main 104 

Office hours: 2-3 PM T, Th, or by appt.          Phone: 496-4310 

 

Texts: Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry & Drama,            13th 
edition, X.J. Kennedy & Dana Gioia, editors 

        

Objectives: To study and enjoy great fiction, drama and poetry, through close 

reading, insightful writing and lively discussion. 

 

Aug   27 Course introduction 

      29 Preface, xlii-xlv "The Dawn of Me," handout; FICTION:            “Reading 

a Story,” 5; “Types of Short Fiction,” 5-14,           “Plot,” 14-16; “The Short 

Story,” 16; “A & P,” John           Updike, 17-21; “Writing Effectively,” 22-25 

       

 

Sept   3 “Point of View,” 26; “Identifying Point of View,” 26;            “Types 

of Narrators,” 27; “How Much Does a Narrator           Know,” 27; “Stream of 

Consciousness,” 29; “A Rose for           Emily,” William Faulkner, 30-36 

       5 “The Tell-Tale Heart,” Edgar Allan Poe, 36-40 

        

      10 “Sonny’s Blues,” James Baldwin, 49-69 

      12 “Character,” 74; “Characterization,” 75; “Motivation,”            76; 

“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall,” Katherine Anne           Porter, 76-83     

  

 

      17 “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?,” Joyce Carol            Oates, 

83-94 

      19 “Setting,” 117; “Elements of Setting,” 117; “Historical            

Fiction,” 118; “Regionalism,” 119; Naturalism,” 119; “To           Build a Fire,” 

Jack London, 124-134  

 

      24 “Tone and Style,” 165; “Tone,” 166; “Style,” 166;                  

“Diction,” 167; “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place,” Ernest              Hemingway, 

168-172  

      26 “Theme,” 204; “Plot Versus Theme,” 204; “Summarizing the           

Theme,” 205; “Finding the Theme,” 206; “The Open Boat,”            Stephen Crane, 

206-222  

 

Oct    1 “Symbol,” 234; “Allegory,” 234; “Symbols,” 235;                    



“Recognizing Symbols,” 235; “The Chrysanthemums,” John             Steinbeck, 

237-244; “Sample Student Paper: An Analysis            of the Symbolism in 

Steinbeck’s `The Chrysanthemums,’”           263-265  

       3 “The Lottery,” Shirley Jackson, 254-260; “Writing                  

Effectively,” 260; “Shirley Jackson on Writing,                    Biography of 

a Story,” 260; “Thinking About Symbols,”              262; “Checklist,” 262; 

“Topics for Writing on                     Symbols,” 265; “Terms for Review,” 

265  

 

       8 “Reading Long Stories and Novels,” “Origins of the                 

Novel,” 266; “Novelistic Methods,” 267-270; “The                   

Metamorphosis,” Franz Kafka, 308-338; “Writing                     Effectively,” 

338; “Franz Kafka on Writing: Discussing             `The Metamorphosis,’ 338; 

“Thinking About Long Stories             and Novels,” 339; “Checklist: Writing 

About Long Stories           and Novels,” 339; “Topics for Writing on Long Stories 

             and Novels,” 340; “Terms for Review,” 340 
      10 “Critical Casebook: Flannery O’Connor,” 402; “A Good Man           is 
Hard to Find,” 403-413; “A Good Source Is Not So Hard           to Find: The Real 

Life Misfit,” J.O. Tate, 444-446;                “Writing Effectively,” 450; 

“Topics for Writing,” 450 

 

      15 “Critical Casebook: Three Stories in Depth,” 402; “Young           

Goodman Brown,” Nathaniel Hawthorne, 451-461; “Critics             on Young 

Goodman Brown,” 464-467 

    17 “The Yellow Wallpaper,” Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 467-             

47479; “Charlotte Perkins Gilman on Writing,” 479-481;             “Critics on 

`The Yellow Wallpaper’,” 481-485   

 

      22 “Stories for Further Reading,” 501; “Greasy Lake,” T.              

Coraghessan Boyle, 527-533  

      24 In-class Fiction Exam: Short Answers and Essays 

 

      29 “DRAMA: Talking with David Ives,” 1102-1105; “Reading a            Play,” 

1105; “Interpreting Plays,” 1105; “Theatrical               Conventions,” 1106; 

“Critical Casebook: Sophocles,”                1156; “The Theatre of Sophocles,” 

1157-1159; “The Civic            Role of Greek Drama,” 1159; “Aristotles’s Concept 

of               Tragedy,” 1160-1162; “Sophocles,” 1162; “The Origins of       

     `Oedipus the King,’” 1162-1163; “Oedipus the King,”                

Sophocles, 1164-1202; “The Destiny of Oedipus,” Sigmund            Freud, 1236 

   

      31 “The Modern Theater,” 1550; “Realism,” 1550;                       



“Naturalism,” 1551; “Symbolism and Expressionism,” 1552;           “American 

Modernism,” 1552; “A Doll’s House,” Henrik               Ibsen, 1553-1604; “Henrik 

Ibsen on Writing:                     Correspondence on the Final Scene of `A 

Doll’s House,’             1605; “Sample Student Paper: Helmer vs. Helmer,” 1682- 

            1684 

   

Nov    5 “The Glass Menagerie,” Tennessee Williams, 1606-1653;              

“Tennessee Williams on Writing: How to Stage `The Glass            Menagerie,’” 

1653-1655; “Writing Effectively,” 1680;               “Thinking About Dramatic 

Realism,” 1680; “Checklist:               Writing About a Realist Play,” 1680; 

“Topics for Writing           on Realism,” 1681     

  7 “Plays for Further Reading,” 1689; “Fences,” August                

Wilson, 1716-1766; “August Wilson on Writing: A Look               into Black 

America,” 1766-1768 

 

       12 In-class Drama Exam: Short Answers and Essays 

       14 “POETRY,” 635; “Talking with Kay Ryan,” 636-639;                   

“Reading a Poem,” 640; “Poetry or Verse,” 641;                     “Paraphrase,” 

641; “The Lake Island of Innisfree,”                 William Butler Yeats, 642; 

“Lyric Poetry,” 643; “Those             Winter Sundays,” Robert Hayden, 544; “Aunt 

Jennifer’s              Tigers,” Adrienne Rich, 645; “Out, Out–,” Robert Frost, 

           647; “My Last Duchess,” Robert Browning, 649; “Didactic            

Poetry,” 650; “Writing Effectively,” 651; “Adrienne                Rich on 

Writing: Recalling `Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers,’”              651; “Thinking About 

Paraphrase,” 652; “Checklist:                 Writing a Paraphrase,” 653; “Topics 

for Writing a                  Paraphrase,” 653; “Terms for Review,” 654    

 

       19 “Listening to Voice, 655; “Tone,” 655; “My Papa’s                  

Waltz,” Theodore Roethke, 656; “To a Locomotive in                 Winter,” Walt 

Whitman, 658; “I like to see it lap the              Miles,” Emily Dickinson, 

659; “The Speaker in the                  Poem,” 661; “Luke Havergal,” Edward 

Arlington Robinson,            662; “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” William    

                   Wordsworth, 664; “The Red Wheelbarrow,” William Carlos      

       Williams, 667; “Irony,” 667; “Rite of Passage,” Sharon             Olds, 

670; “The Workbox,” Thomas Hardy, 671; “For                  Review and Further 

Study,” 672; “The Chimney Sweeper,”             William Blake, 672; “Dulce et 

Decorum Est,” Wilfred                Owen, 674; “Wilfred Owen on Writing: War 

Poetry, 675;              “Sample Student Paper: Word Choice, Tone, and Point 

of             View in Roethke’s `My Papa’s Waltz,’” 677-678  

       21 “Words,” 680; “Literal Meaning: What a Poem Says                   

First,” 680; “This Is Just to Say,” William Carlos                 Williams, 681; 



“Batter my heart, three-personed God,               for You,” John Donne, 683; 

“The Value of a Dictionary,”            684; “Word Choice and Word Order,” 687; 

“The Ruined                Maid,” Thomas Hardy, 690; “The Fury of Aerial       

               Bombardment,” Richard Eberhart, 691; “For Review and            

   Further Study,” 692; e. e. cummings, “anyone lived in a            pretty how 

town,” 692; “Mutability,” William                       Wordsworth, 697; 

“Jabberwocky,” Lewis Carroll, 697;                “Lewis Carol on Writing: Humpty 

Dumpty Explicates                  `Jabberwocky,’” 698  

       

       26 “Saying and Suggesting,” 702; “Denotation and                      

Connotation,” 702; “London,” William Blake, 703;                   

“Disillusionment of Ten O’Clock, Wallace Stevens;                  “Tears, Idle 

Tears,” Alfred, Lord Tennyson, 708; “Love             Calls Us to the Things of 

This World,” Richard Wilbur,             709; “Writing Effectively,” 710; 

“Richard Wilbur on                Writing: Concerning ̀ Love Calls Us to the Things 

of                This World,’” 710  

        

                  THANKSGIVING BREAK  

 

Dec    3 “Imagery,” 713; “In a Station of the Metro,” Ezra                  

Pound, 713; “The piercing chill I feel,” Taniguichi                Buson, 713; 

“The Winter evening settles down,” T. S.               Eliot, 715; “The Fish,” 

Elizabeth Bishop, 716;                     “Reapers,” Jean Toomer, 718; “Pied 

Beauty,” Gerard             Manley Hopkins, 718; “For Review and Further Study,” 

           722; “Bright Star, would I were steadfast as thou art,”            

John Keats; “Driving to Town Late to Mail a Letter,”            Robert Bly, 724; 

“Not Waving but Drowning,” Stevie            Smith, 725; “Writing Effectively,” 

725; “Ezra Pound on            Writing: The Image,” 725; “Sample Student Paper: 

Faded            Beauty: Elizabeth Bishop’s Use of Imagery in `The            

Fish,’” 728-730  

        5 Fill out course evaluations; end-of-semester party  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

This syllabus is flexible. Students are responsible for finding out about any 

changes that are made--e.g., if readings have been dropped, added or rearranged, 

or assignment deadlines changed. 

 

You'll take three in-class essay and short answer exams on, respectively, fiction, 

drama and poetry. The poetry exam will be held during finals weeks when our final 

exam is scheduled (to be announced). Students are allowed to bring our textbook 

to the exam for reference. More specific instructions will be supplied well in 

advance.   

 

To ensure that students attend regularly, I’ll take attendance at the start of 

each class. (In order to be counted as present, be sure to arrive on time.) To 

ensure that students do the reading, at the start of each class you’ll submit 

a discussion question on any aspect of the reading due that day, along with a 

one-sentence answer--graded pass/fail. To receive credit, questions and answers 

must be submitted to me in class by the student him or herself, completed before 
class, and refer to the reading due on that day. You're allowed two 

absences or missed question/answers without penalty. 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be punished in accordance 

with school policy--i.e., the student will at least receive an “F” 

on the plagiarized exam, and, if the plagiarism is severe, may flunk 

the course. (See college catalog.) 

 

Please turn off and stow all cell phones before class and don’t check 

your cell phones during our discussions.  

 

Your final grade will be: 20% fiction exam; 20% drama exam; 20% poetry 

exam; 30% cumulative attendance/discussion-questions/poetry 



assignments grade; 10% class participation.  

 

      





























	  

Janet Cornish, Writing Program Adjunct Instructor  
954	  Caledonia	  Street,	  Butte,	  MT	  	  59701-‐9002	  

Memo 
OFFICE	  PHONE	   MOBILE	   EMAIL	  
406-‐723-‐7993	   406-‐491-‐7993	   jcornish@mtech.edu	  
	  

TO:	  	   	   Dr.	  Charie	  Faught,	  Chair,	  Faculty	  Senate	  
FROM:	  	   Janet	  Cornish,	  Chair	  JC 
RE:	   	   Montana	  Tech	  International	  Student	  Assistance	  Committee	  	  

Report	  to	  the	  Faculty	  Senate/Updated	  Membership	  Roster	  
DATE:	   	   October	  19th,	  2019	  
 
The	  Montana	  International	  Student	  Assistance	  Committee	  (MISAC)	  held	  its	  monthly	  meeting	  on	  
October	  17th,	  2019.	  	  Here	  is	  the	  summary.	  
	  
New	  Members	  
The	  MISAC	  Committee	  welcomes	  two	  new	  members:	  

• Amanda	  Shaw,	  Freshman	  Engineering	  Advisor	  
• Maged	  Mohamed,	  Post	  Doctorate	  student	  in	  Engineering	  

	  
Status	  of	  Near-‐Term	  Activities	  

1. Academic	  Honesty	  	  
a. Dawn	  Atkinson	  began	  her	  presentation	  of	  Managing	   risks	   for	  assessment	   tools	  

(tests,	  assignments,	  presentations)	  at	  this	  meeting.	  
b. Luke	   Buckley	   and	   Ulana	   Holtz	   are	  working	   to	   prepare	   a	   standard	   for	   research	  

citations/academic	  honesty,	  to	  help	  answer	  the	  questions,	  “What	  is	  the	  norm?”	  
and	  “How	  can	  we	  increase	  clarity	  for	  faculty	  and	  students?”	  

2. Services	  Delivery	  	  
a. David	  Gilkey	  contacted	  Carrie	  Vath	  about	  ideas	  to	  increase	  awareness	  and	  use	  of	  

resources	   available	   to	   international	   students	   and	   she	   prepared	   and	   presented	  
information	  on	  these	  topics	  at	  this	  meeting	  

3. Language	  Skills	  (no	  action	  to	  date)	  
a. The	   committee	   will	   learn	   more	   about	   the	   various	   organizational	   styles	   that	  

various	  cultures/nationalities	  use	  to	  structure	  documents.	  
b. We	  will	   continue	   to	   advocate	   for	   a	   dedicated	   language	   assistance	   program	   at	  

Montana	  Tech.	  
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Presentation	  by	  Carrie	  Vath,	  Associate	  Vice-‐Chancellor	  of	  Enrollment	  Management/Dean	  of	  
Students	  

Carrie	   Vath	   presented	   information	   on	   Montana	   Tech’s	   outreach	   to	   and	   support	   of	   our	  
international	  students.	   	  As	  of	  the	  2019	  Fall	  Semester,	  there	  are	  120	   international	  students	  on	  
campus	   and	   the	   number	   is	   expected	   to	   drop	   below	   100	   by	   the	   fall	   of	   2020.	   	   Saudi	   Arabia,	  
Canada	  and	  Kuwait	  have	  contributed	  the	  most	  students.	  	  The	  number	  of	  Canadian	  students	  has	  
dropped	  as	  the	  Canadian	  dollar	  has	  weakened.	  	  These	  students	  are	  attending	  schools	  in	  Canada	  
rather	  than	  other	  institutions	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  	  	  The	  number	  of	  Saudi	  Arabian	  students	  has	  
also	  dropped.	  	  This	  drop	  has	  coincided	  with	  new	  Montana	  Tech	  policies	  that	  have	  been	  put	  into	  
place	  with	  respect	  to	  the	  number	  of	  credits	  that	  must	  be	  earned	  at	  Montana	  Tech	  in	  order	  for	  a	  
student	  to	  qualify	  for	  a	  degree.	  	  In	  addition,	  Montana	  Tech’s	  course	  availability	  does	  not	  always	  
match	   the	   Saudi	   students’	   need	   to	   attend	   school	   year-‐round.	   	   There	   are	   typically	   no	   core	  
classes	  offered	  during	  the	  summer.	  
	  
In	   2018,	   Montana	   Tech	   invested	   $14,000	   in	   an	   international	   student	   recruitment	   program,	  
focused	   on	   Occupational	   Safety	   and	   Health.	   	   The	   effort	   yielded	   zero	   results.	   	   The	   best	  
recruitment	   strategy	   appears	   to	   be	   by	   word	   of	   mouth.	   Montana	   Tech	   does	   not	   maintain	  
relationships	   with	   international	   universities	   except	   in	   Canada.	   	   However,	   individual	   faculty	  
members	  and	  some	  students	  do	  have	  such	  relationships.	  	  	  
	  
Montana	   Tech’s	   efforts	   to	   host	   a	  mandatory	   orientation	   for	   international	   students	  were	   not	  
successful.	   	   On-‐line	   orientation	   programs	   (on	  Moodle)	   have	   also	   failed	   because	  many	   of	   the	  
students	  are	  unfamiliar	  with	  the	  technology.	  
	  
Montana	   Tech’s	   international	   students	   achieve	   an	   average	   score	   of	   6.0	   on	   the	   IELTS	   exam	  
(International	  English	  Language	  Testing	  System),	  up	  from	  5.5	  before	  2016.	  
	  
With	  respect	  to	  academic	  honesty,	  Carrie	  offered	  a	  variety	  of	  approaches	   in	  her	  presentation	  
(attached),	  including	  an	  academic	  honesty	  pledge,	  which	  can	  be	  used	  in	  our	  classes.	  
	  
Presentation	  by	  Dawn	  Atkinson	   –	  Managing	   risks	   for	   assessment	   tools	   (tests,	   assignments,	  
presentations)	  
	  
Dawn	   distributed	   information	   about	   managing	   for	   and	   the	   detecting	   of	   contract	   cheating	  
(paying	  others	   to	   complete	  assignments)	   and	  discussed	  measures	   that	  might	  be	  employed	   in	  
combatting	  academic	  dishonesty.	  	  These	  included:	  

• Having	  students	  begin	  their	  writing	  assignments	  on	  paper	  during	  class	  time	  
• Creating	  and	  using	  multiple	  versions	  of	  an	  exam	  during	  one	  testing	  period	  
• Distributing	  blue	  books/scantrons	  during	  exams	  
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Dawn’s	  presentation	  will	  continue	  at	  our	  next	  meeting.	  
	  
General	  Discussion	  
The	  Committee	  hopes	  to	  identify	  two	  or	  three	  low/no	  cost	  strategies	  that	  can	  be	  implemented	  
this	   academic	   year	   in	   support	   of	   our	   international	   students.	   	   Two	   potential	   actions	   were	  
identified	  at	  this	  meeting:	  

• Crafting	  a	  sample	  academic	  honesty	  pledge	  that	  faculty	  members	  can	  choose	  to	  use	  for	  
their	  classes	  

• Working	  with	  the	  International	  Club	  to	  host	  an	  event	  that	  would	  include	  a	  meal	  and	  an	  
orientation	  session	  

	  
Margie	   Pascoe	   distributed	   the	   “Faculty	   and	   Staff	   Guide	   to	   Basic	   Immigration	   Regulations.	  
(attached)	  
	  

Montana	  Tech	  International	  Student	  Assistance	  Committee	  (MISAC)	  
Roster,	  as	  of	  October	  17th,	  2019	  

	  
Chair	  
Janet	  Cornish,	  Adjunct	  Faculty,	  Writing	  Program	  
	  
Members	  
Akua	  Oppong-‐Anane,	  Assistant	  Professor,	  Director	  of	  Freshman	  Engineering	  
Dawn	  Atkinson,	  Director,	  Writing	  Program	  
Luke	  Buckley,	  Associate	  Professor,	  MBMG	  Research	  
Stacey	  Corbitt,	  Instructor	  I,	  Writing	  Program	  
Cheyenne	  Crooker,	  Administrative	  Associate	  II,	  PTC	  |	  Liberal	  Studies	  |	  Writing	  
Philip	  Curtiss,	  Assistant	  and	  Research	  Professor,	  Computer	  Science	  
David	  P.	  Gilkey,	  Associate	  Professor,	  Department	  of	  Safety,	  Health	  and	  Industrial	  Hygiene	  
Ulana	  Holtz,	  Instructor	  and	  Outreach	  Librarian	  
Liping	  Jiang,	  Assistant	  Professor,	  Civil	  Engineering,	  General	  Engineering	  
Mustafa	  Jubbar,	  Student	  	  
Maged	  Mohamed,	  Post	  Doctorate	  student	  in	  Engineering	  	  
Margie	  Pascoe,	  Director,	  International	  Student	  Services	  
Taryn	  Quale,	  Director,	  Academic	  Center	  for	  Excellence	  	  
Amanda	  Shaw,	  Academic	  Advisor	  for	  Freshman	  Engineering	  	  
Carrie	  Vath,	  Associate	  Vice-‐Chancellor	  Enrollment	  Management/Dean	  of	  Students	  
Miriam	  Young,	  Associate	  Professor	  of	  Nursing	  
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